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The University of Minnesota Morris thanks the Lammers
family for honoring the memory of their mother, Dolores,
through a gift to UMN Morris for this year’s Honors and
Awards Ceremony. Wife of the late Professor Raymond J.
Lammers, Dolores supported UMN Morris for more
than 57 years. Her legacy continues with the Ray and
Dolores Lammers Award in the Language Arts.

2019 HONORS AND AWARDS
RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO DEMONSTRATE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND ENRICH CAMPUS LIFE
Welcome....................................................... Janet Schrunk Ericksen, interim vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
Opening Address by the 2019 University of Minnesota ..............................................introduction by Dillon McBrady ’13,
Morris Alumni Association Teaching Award Recipient
president of the alumni association
The professor recognized for outstanding contributions to undergraduate education through teaching, research and artistic
activities, advising, academic program development, and educational leadership is invited to give the opening address.
Stephen Gross, associate professor of history and archivist
Chancellor’s Award..........................................................................................presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
Presented annually to an outstanding senior on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to campus life, the
chancellor of the University of Minnesota Morris makes the Chancellor’s Award selection after consulting with various
campus groups.
Mia King ’19
Curtis H. Larson Award...................................................................................presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Curtis H. Larson Award is conferred upon the graduate chosen as senior class speaker. The selection is made by
faculty and graduating seniors. The award was established in memory of the late Curtis Larson, the University of Minnesota
Morris’s first class speaker in 1964.
Esmira Alieva ’19
Fulbright Award............................................................................................ recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is the largest United States exchange program offering opportunities for students
and young professionals to undertake international graduate study, advanced research, university teaching, and primary
and secondary school teaching worldwide. The program awards grants annually in all fields of study in more than 140
countries worldwide.
Drewe Jefferson ’16
Rayann Wilmot ’19 (alternate)
Boren Scholarship......................................................................................... recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Boren Scholarship provides American undergraduate students with skills and experiences in areas of the world critical
to the future security of our nation, in exchange for their commitment to seek work in the federal government. Boren
Scholarships provide up to $20,000 to US undergraduate students to study abroad in areas of the world that are critical to
US interests and underrepresented in study abroad.
Mia King ’19
Gilman Scholarship....................................................................................... recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship Program is offered by the US Department of State to enable American
students to study or intern abroad to gain skills critical in our national security and economic prosperity. Students gain
experience with diverse languages and cultures important to the development of their academic studies and future careers.
Ruth Ezeagwula ’18
Rachel Curtiss ’20
Michelle Mathias ’20
German Academic Exchange Service DAAD RISE Scholarship................................ recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) offers summer research internships in Germany for undergraduate students
from North America, Great Britain, and Ireland. In their internships, students are carefully matched with doctoral
students whom they assist and who serve as their mentors. The objective of the scholarship is to promote student exchange
to Germany in the fields of natural science, engineering, and life sciences and to motivate undergraduate students to learn
more about Germany’s research landscape and study opportunities.
Catherine Drake ’21
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Mestenhauser Student Award for Excellence in Campus Internationalization...............presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Josef Mestenhauser Student Award for Excellence in Campus Internationalization recognizes outstanding student
contributions to international education. This award acknowledges important work being done by students at the University
of Minnesota to internationalize the curriculum and campus.
Esmira Alieva ’19
Public Policy & International Affairs (PPIA) Fellowship........................................ recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The PPIA Fellowship is designed to help students earn master’s degrees in fields relating to public policy and international
affairs. The Fellowship also serves as a networking opportunity to connect with 4,000 alumni who share the same public
policy interests. Students are selected on their academic record and involvement in student activities.
Lexi Dant ’20
Morris Student Sustainability Leader Award.........................................................presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
This award recognizes students who have displayed exemplary service to advance campus sustainability conversations and
initiatives. The efforts of these student leaders have helped to create positive change with leadership that has been a model
to others. Sustainability is a big idea that connects with our liberal arts leadership. These students have asked “big questions”
and have worked to find solutions.
Sydney Bauer ’19
Abbey Dickhudt ’19
Allen W. Edson Award............................................... presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Presented annually in recognition of contribution to campus life, the Allen W. Edson Award’s recipient is chosen by the
senior class, the faculty, and the Functions and Awards Committee. The award honors Allen Edson, superintendent of the
University of Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) and Experiment Station on the Morris campus from
1947 to 1958.
Mckenzie Dice ’19
Mary Martelle Memorial Award................................... presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Presented annually to a student and to a staff member deemed to have made outstanding contributions to the quality of
Morris campus life, the Mary Martelle Memorial Award perpetuates the memory of Mary Martelle, senior secretary in the
Office of Student Activities from 1965 until her death in 1976.
Sydney Bauer ’19

MUSICAL SELECTION

Maid of the Mist, Herbert L. Clarke (1867–1945)
Levi Jahnke ’20, trumpet, accompanied by Rebecca Heyn, piano
The performers at today’s event were chosen by the music faculty based on the quality
of their performances and their commitment and service to the Music Discipline.
Scholar of the College Award......................................... presented by Lisa Bevevino, assistant professor of French and Latin,
and Functions and Awards Committee member
Scholar of the College Awards are presented annually to students who demonstrate distinguished contributions to scholarship in
one or more of the academic disciplines
Zihan An ’19
Nick Plucker ’19
Stephanie Berg ’19
Dawson Quick ’18
Michael Cagle ’19
Paige Quinlivan ’19
Lillian Fulton ’19
Justice Robinson ’19
Annika Johnson ’19
Shawn Saliyev ’19
Bailey Kemp ’19
Leonid Scott ’19
Maija Kittleson Wilker ’19
Sarah Severson ’20
Lucas Kosobuski ’19
Dongnan Shi ’18
Arre Langer ’19
Bailey Soika ’19
Sarah LaVoy-Brunette ’19
Laura Steblay ’19
Corinne McCumber ’19
Liam Taylor ’19
Katherine Novak ’19
Wendy Unger ’19
Alyssa Olsen ’19
Xuerui Yang ’19
Jair Peltier ’19
Yicong Samuel Yuan ’19
Harrison Piehowski ’19
2

Edith Rodgers Farrell Memorial Award for Undergraduate Research..................... presented by Stacey Parker Aronson, chair,
Division of the Humanities
Established by the family, students, and friends of Edith Rogers Farrell, late professor of French and undergraduate
research advocate, the annual award is granted to a graduating senior whose research is judged by a jury of faculty
to be excellent.
Michael Cagle ’19
Bill and Ida Stewart Award for Ethnic Diversity.....................presented by Jennifer Rothchild, associate professor of sociology
and Multi-Ethnic Experience Committee chair
This award recognizes students who have displayed exemplary service on our campus in support of promoting ethnic
diversity and a supportive climate for all people. Bill Stewart touched the lives of thousands of UMN Morris students and
championed the concerns, needs, and accomplishments of students of color. Under his leadership, the Multi-Ethnic
Student Program provided academic assistance, financial aid, and student support services to improve opportunities for
underrepresented students. Ida Stewart served as a faculty member, education coordinator, and academic advisor and
established World Touch Cultural Heritage Week and the Women of Color Association.
Jamie Polahn ’19
Ahnaf Khondoker Prio ’19
Honors Program Recognition................................................ presented by Athena Kildegaard, teaching specialist, English,
and director of the Honors Program
The Morris Honors Program focuses on providing opportunities for curious, creative, and intellectually ambitious students
to practice interdisciplinary thinking. All courses in the program are interdisciplinary and are frequently taught by two
professors. Students complete the program with an interdisciplinary capstone project and defense, and have an overall grade
point average of 3.5 or higher at graduation.
Hannah Boettcher ’19
Arre Langer ’19
Frances Burr ’19
Corinne McCumber ’19
Mckenzie Dice ’19
Danielle Nash ’19
Luke Eitel ’19
Emilia Skogen ’19
Calley Hickman ’19
Laura Steblay ’19
Bailey Kemp ’19
Gannon Youakim ’19

MUSICAL SELECTION

Come Scoglio from Cosí fan Tutte, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–91)
Abbey Guggisberg ’19, soprano, accompanied by Rebecca Heyn, piano

ATHLETIC AWARDS

Presented by Matthew Johnson, interim director, Intercollegiate Athletics
Arnold Henjum Scholar-Athlete Award
Presented to a senior male athlete on the basis of athletic excellence and integrity, the award honors Arnold Henjum,
professor of education from 1964 to 1992, who made innumerable contributions to Minnesota public education. Recipients
must earn a minimum 3.0 overall grade point average.
Kyle Och ’19
Willis Kelly Award
Presented to a senior female athlete who exemplifies the spirit of competition at UMN Morris in women’s athletics, the
award is in memory of Willis Kelly, physical education coach and athletic director at UMN Morris for more than 20 years.
She was the first director of women’s athletics in 1975 and served as director of men’s and women’s athletics from 1982 until
her retirement in 1987. Recipients must earn a minimum 3.0 overall grade point average.
Yu Ito ’18
Honor Athlete Awards
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Men’s and Women’s
Honor Athlete Awards have earned a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Kendra Raths ’19
Tyler Sassenberg ’19
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Cougar Excellence Awards
The Cougar Excellence Awards are awarded each year to fourth-year student-athletes who represent the best of Cougar
Athletics: passion, dedication, athletic competitiveness, and academic engagement. Recipients have competed at the
University of Minnesota Morris for a minimum of two years.
Emily Ciesynski ’19
Noah Grove ’19

EDUCATION AWARD

Presented by Gwen Rudney, professor, chair, Division of Education
William R. Scarborough Memorial Award
Presented annually to a senior in elementary or secondary education, the William R. Scarborough Memorial Award
recognizes demonstrated competence and potential for becoming an outstanding member of the teaching profession. The
award honors the memory of William Scarborough, former Division of Education chair, who joined the faculty in 1966 and
made many contributions to the Morris campus and to public education in Minnesota.
Melanie Popelka ’19

HUMANITIES AWARDS

Presented by Stacey Parker Aronson, professor, chair, Division of the Humanities
Art History Book Award
Awarded to graduating art history majors, this award recognizes academic excellence and potential for further achievement
in the arts.
Lisa Kovacs ’19
Sarah LaVoy-Brunette ’19
Hannah Spry ’19
Alumni Award for Outstanding English Major
This award is presented to graduating English majors whose performances in English classes have been consistently superior
and who have made positive contributions to the discipline or major in and beyond the classroom.
Madeline Gould ’20
Keith Carlson Memorial Jazz Award
Presented annually to the most outstanding jazz musicians at UMN Morris, this award is given in memory of Keith Carlson
by Jack and Ethel Carlson.
Levi Jahnke ’20
Brion Dalager Memorial Award
Established by the family and friends of the late Brion Dalager, University of Minnesota Morris music student from 1969 to
1972, this scholarship is awarded annually to students who have demonstrated outstanding ability on a band instrument.
Wyatt Anderson ’20
Henry Bray ’20
Taylor Braun ’20
Hannah Fussy ’20
Natalie Benoit Memorial Award
Presented to a junior or senior who demonstrates ability and shows promise as a serious art student. Given by George and
Joan Benoit, former Morris residents, in memory of their daughter who was an art major studying at Penn State when an
accident took her life.
Hannah Spry ’19
Lois P. Hodgell Printmaking Award
This award honors the late Lois P. Hodgell, professor of art from 1962 until her retirement in 1993. The recipient must
show outstanding achievement in printmaking. Presented annually to a student who demonstrates creative potential in the
field and technical understanding of a variety of print processes.
Frances Burr ’19
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Ray and Dolores Lammers Award in the Language Arts
Established in memory of the late Raymond J. Lammers, professor of theatre, and his late wife Dolores, this award is
presented to seniors majoring in and demonstrating outstanding undergraduate careers in one of the following disciplines:
theatre, English, foreign language, or communication, media, and rhetoric. Professor Lammers was one of the first UMN
Morris faculty members and figured prominently in the creation of the theatre major and theatre program.
Paige Quinlivan ’19
Laura Steblay ’19

SCIENCE & MATHEMATICS AWARDS

Presented by Peh Ng, professor, chair, Division of Science and Mathematics
Abbott Award in Physics
Presented to a graduating senior physics major with the greatest potential of achieving a professional career in physics or a
physics-related field, the award was established by the late Robinson Abbott, professor of biology from 1961 to 1991, and his
wife, Rose Marie, who taught UMN Morris biology courses, to recognize the importance UMN Morris played in their lives.
All four Abbott children graduated from UMN Morris, three with physics majors.
Liam Taylor ’19
Jay Y. Roshal Award
Presented to a senior student majoring in biology who demonstrates the most promise and interest in a career in the
biological sciences, the award is in honor of the late Jay Roshal, professor of biology from 1960 to 1983 and the first
University of Minnesota Morris Division of Science and Mathematics chair.
Lydia Winkler ’19
spdf Chemistry Award
The annual spdf Award is given to a senior chemistry major demonstrating outstanding scholarship, potential, and service
in chemistry. Chemistry students know that the letters s,p,d,f refer to the internal structure of the atom as determined by
experiment and theory. Historically, the letters were nothing but labels for colors of light emitted or absorbed by atoms
when the internal structure was unknown.
Stephanie Berg ’19
Clemens “Johnny” Brauer Memorial Award
Established by former colleagues and students to honor the memory of Clemens Brauer, associate professor of geology
from 1966 to 1981, the award supports geology majors in their educational pursuits at the University of Minnesota Morris
by providing financial assistance to cover field camp expenses. Recipients must exhibit academic excellence and plan a
professional or academic career in geological sciences.
Quin Stangland ’20

SOCIAL SCIENCES AWARDS

Presented by Arne Kildegaard, professor, chair, Division of the Social Sciences
Anthropology Award
The Anthropology Research Award is given to an anthropology major who has shown exceptional ability for independent
research. The award is given to a student with fewer than 90 credits toward graduation and includes monetary support for
conducting research or presenting research at a professional meeting.
Rebecca Lund ’19
Chris Berg Memorial Award
Presented annually to an outstanding senior economics major demonstrating academic excellence in that field, this award is
presented by the University of Minnesota Morris economics/management faculty in memory of their colleague, Chris Berg,
one of UMN Morris’s early economics faculty.
Xuerui Yang ’19
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UMM Management/Economics Alumni Award
This award is presented to a graduating discipline senior who has achieved academic excellence and has provided service to
the discipline and the Morris campus. It is funded through collective alumni gifts to the management/economics discipline.
Katie Crawford ’19
Ted Underwood Award in History
Presented to a graduating senior with a major or minor in history or a history concentration in the social science major
who has demonstrated distinguished academic performance in history, the award is named for Dr. Ted L. Underwood,
who served the University of Minnesota Morris as an outstanding scholar, teacher, and administrator from 1967 until his
retirement in 1999.
Jon Antonsen ’18
Gieske Academic Award
Offered annually to outstanding political science majors in their senior year, this award is given to students who have
exceptional records of accomplishment at the University of Minnesota Morris as well as strong prospects for success after
graduation. The award is in memory of Millard Gieske who was a professor in political science for more than 15 years. He
served as acting chair of the Division of the Social Sciences, was a respected leader in many professional organizations, and
authored many political works.
Annika Johnson ’19
Claire McManus ’19
Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award
The Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award is given annually to seniors graduating with psychology majors. Recipients
who receive this award have excelled in the following areas: scholarship, research experience, and participation in the
psychology discipline.
Arre Langer ’19
Tyler Sassenberg ’19
Sociology Book Award
Awarded to an outstanding sociology student, this honor recognizes academic excellence and active engagement in the field
of sociology.
Rebecca Lund ’19

Closing Remarks............................................ Janet Schrunk Ericksen, interim vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
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ADDITIONAL HONORS DURING THE 2018-19 ACADEMIC YEAR
American Indian Salt Springs Awards
The American Indian Salt Springs Awards are presented on the basis of academic excellence and contribution
to the Indian and campus community to outstanding American Indian students who will return to the Morris
campus next year.
American Indian Salt Springs
American Indian Salt Springs
Cultural Award Scholarship
Teacher Scholarship
Sierra Paske ’20
Dylan Johnson ’21
Alexandria Zuk ’20
Morgan Miller ’20
Bos Undergraduate Research Awards
The Bos Research Fund was established in honor of Angela Bos ’01 to enhance the successful undergraduate research experience
of UMN Morris students. Funds are made available to cover expenses for travel, conference registration, and other costs
associated with the pursuit of the undergraduate research opportunities. All students are eligible to participate.
Christina Beard ’20
Corinne McCumber ’19
Katt Bergstrom ’20
Mack O’Neil ’21
Elias Droessler ’21
Brenna Rubendall ’20
Felicia Galvan ’21
Margaret Schauff ’21
Annika Johnson ’19
Bill Xu ’19
Hanna Kennedy ’20
Bridgford Summer Scholars Program
Established by Betty Bridgford Orvis and Robert E. Orvis Sr. in memory of Betty’s father, Roy Bridgford, agronomist at the
West Central School of Agriculture and the Experiment Station from 1918 until his retirement in 1956. Professor Bridgford
taught classes in crops, soils, and plant diseases and had charge of all crop research. He was known not only throughout
Minnesota, but also throughout the Upper Midwest for his experimental and research work with crops. The program
supports a summer research and internship experience for one or more students who are interested in expanding their
knowledge and experience in relation to agriculture, food, and crop production at UMN Morris.
Derek Nicholas ’21
Anneliese Tatham ’21
Chemistry Undergraduate Research Award
The Chemistry Undergraduate Research Fund (CURF) provides support for students who are majoring in chemistry/
biochemistry and have an interest in carrying out research in chemistry/biochemistry of a closely related field. The awardees
have demonstrated outstanding aptitude for research in the chemistry discipline’s Introduction to Research course and the
potential for continued success.
Liz Melssen ’20
Cal Mergendahl ’21
Mitch Scanlan ’21
Chi Alpha Sigma
Chi Alpha Sigma, the National College Athlete Honor Society, recognizes high academic achievements of student athletes at
the collegiate level. Student athletes who contribute significantly to at least one intercollegiate sport while maintaining a 3.4
or higher cumulative GPA throughout their junior and senior years are eligible for membership in Chi Alpha Sigma. The
University of Minnesota Morris chapter, established in 2006, is the only chapter in Minnesota.
Ryan Anderson ’20, track and field
Brooke Lorentz ’20, soccer
Benny Barnack ’20,track and field
Zoe Loucks ’20, basketball
Emily Ciesynski ’19, track and field
Morgan Miller ’20, volleyball
Alexi Harmon ’20, soccer
Sierra Nori ’19, volleyball
Becca Holland ’20, basketball/golf/softball
Katherine Novak ’19, track and field
Brady Jergensen ’20, baseball/football
Connor Oldenberg ’20, football
Trent Jerome ’20, basketball/golf
Denis Ostroushko ’19, soccer
JT Karis ’19, football
Abby Van Kampen ’20, basketball
Lucas Larson ’20, soccer
Michelle Wolney ’20, soccer
Montana Lawrence ’20, track and field
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David C. Johnson Award for International Service Learning
To assist deserving students who wish to participate in service learning projects in other nations (e.g., the teaching of
English as a second language in developing nations, Habitat for Humanity programs). Preference is for students who will
return to UMN Morris subsequent to their work abroad. David served as chancellor of UMN Morris from the fall of 1990 to
the summer of 1998.
Margaret Schauff ’20
David Minge Internship Award
The Minge Internship Award supports students seeking Washington, DC, internships, educational opportunities that
former Congressman David Minge values as important and insightful components in learning about public policy process
at the federal level. Preference is given to internship participants who integrate the study of peace, justice, conservation, the
environment, rural affairs, or similar issues.
Sierra Brown ’21
Dik Munson Art Award
Presented to outstanding first- and second-year studio art students demonstrating creative potential in future discipline
coursework. This award is intended for purchase of materials and supplies for the recipient’s artwork and experimentation
with new media.
Rhiannon Glazier ’22
Tayler Kalthoff ’21
Dimitra Giannuli Memorial Award
This annual award is based on the excellence of a paper written for any of the history courses offered at the University of
Minnesota Morris. The award was established by colleagues, friends, family, and alumni in memory of Dimitra Giannuli,
associate professor of history.
Andrew Potach ’19
for “Not Who We Are: The Moriscos and Ethnic Nationalism in 16th Century Spain”
Gieske Internship Award
The Gieske Internship Award honors the memory of Millard Gieske, University of Minnesota Morris professor of political
science. The award supports political science students who pursue legislative internships in Washington, DC, or the
Minnesota state capitol.
Autumn Johnson ’20
John Brian Becker ’97 Memorial Student Activist Award
Established by friends of the late John Becker ’97, this award is meant to honor and to thank a student identified as being
a progressive-thinking individual whose activism has made an impact on campus or beyond by raising public awareness and
promoting social change. John majored in English and theatre arts while at UMN Morris and was actively involved in the
Student DFL, KUMM, and Women’s Resource Center.
Ramona Bias ’19
Matthew Ian Helgeson Memorial Award
Established by Tim and Jean Helgesen in memory of their son, Matthew ’06, this award is given to the captain of the Bad
Movie Club. Matt was one of the first students to start the club during his freshman year at UMN Morris. The award honors
the values of UMN Morris and reflects student initiative in creativity in leadership and serves to encourage the captain to
keep the club going by doing “all the extras that always need to be done.”
Joseph Lauer ’19
Minnesota Campus Compact Student Community Engagement Award
The Minnesota Campus Compact Award recognizes students who have contributed meaningfully to university-community
partnerships.
Sydney Bauer ’19
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Morris Student Administrative Fellowships (MSAF)
In recognition of the value of academic employment to the intellectual development of students and of the opportunities
thus provided to assist campus offices in their work, the University of Minnesota Morris awards year-long stipends to
students who serve as teaching assistants to sponsoring faculty or as interns in offices and programs on campus. MSAF
students undertake assignments that enhance their intellectual competence, enrich their academic program, or hone their
technical skills.
Evan Aanerud ’21/Megan Welle
Mia King ’19/Gus Claymore
Jon Antonsen ’18/Stephen Gross
Lisa Kovacs ’19/Priyanka Basu
Gabe Arreguin ’20/Keni Zenner
Jeffrey Langman ’21/Jonathan Campbell
Hannah Boettcher ’19/Naomi Skulan
Keisha LaRue ’21/Jess Larson
Katie Booth ’20/Bradley Miller
Ruth Lee ’20/Andrew Stansbury
Taylor Braun ’20/Simon Tillier
Charles Menne ’19/Stephanie Ferrian
Lily Brutger ’20/Tracy Otten
Kerri Mueller ’20/Andrew Stansbury
Frances Burr ’19/Heather Waye
Molly Otremba ’21/Tracy Otten
Courtney Cook ’19/Peter Dolan and Nic McPhee
Bridget Peterson ’19/Keni Zenner
Ariel Cordes ’20/Matt Senger
Christian Pfeiffer ’19/Jonathan Campbell
Andre Fortin ’21/Andrew Kroska
Khondoker Ahnaf Prio ’19/Ray Lagasse
Abi Fountain ’20/Melissa Bert
Paige Quinlivan ’19/Anne M. Thorson
Madeline Fragale ’21/Andrew Kroska
Hannah Rhea Sajulga ’20/Stephanie Ferrian
Paul Friederichsen ’20/Peter Dolan and Nic McPhee
Benjamin Schonberg ’21/Bradley Miller
Rhiannon Glazier ’22/Tracy Otten
Hannah Spry ’19/Jess Larson
Melissa Haseman ’20/Keni Zenner
Ryan Spry ’21/Keni Zenner
Alison Hennen ’19/Andrew Nordin
Ellie Sternberg ’21/Alexander Corbett
Chloe Johnson ’20/Cindy Boe
Anneliese Tatham ’21/Jess Larson
Andie Jones ’20/Jess Larson
Lydia Winkler ’19/Cindy Boe
Tayler Kalthoff ’21/Jess Larson
Clara Martinez Zuviria ’22/Bradley Miller
Morris Academic Partner (MAP) Program
In recognition of the value of academic employment to the intellectual development of students and for the opportunity
to assist faculty members in their work, the MAP program awards year-long stipends to academically talented third-year
students. These students undertake assignments that enhance their intellectual competence and increase their interest in
graduate or professional study. Students were paired with faculty/staff as indicated below:
Wyatt Anderson ’20/James Wojtaszek
Christina Munoz-Pinon ’20/Joseph E. Beaver
Gözde Aydin ’20/Stephen Deslauriers
Amelia Nelson ’20/Rebecca Dean
Malachy Brink ’20/Bryan Nell
Denis Ostroushko ’19/Jon Anderson
Katie Crawford ’19/Bibhudutta Panda
Harrison Piehowski ’19/Peh Ng
Jacob Grinstead ’19/Kristin Lamberty
Nick Plucker ’19/Nic McPhee
Charles Hassinger ’20/Farah Gilanshah
Calleigh Schuppan ’19/Adrienne Conley and
Annika Johnson ’19/Timothy Lindberg
Jennifer Rothchild
Matthew Koopman ’19/Pieranna Garavaso
Jamin Stagg ’20/Sylke Boyd
Sarah LaVoy-Brunette ’19/Lisa Bevevino
Megan Steblay ’20/Josh Johnson
Kate Livermore ’20/Michael Korth
Zhining Sun ’19/Stephen Burks
Sarah Messer ’21/Emily Bruce
Alaina Swanson ’20/Gordon McIntosh
Abenezer Monjor ’20/Kristin Lamberty
Ethan Uphoff ’20/Elena Machkasova
Owen W. and Frances A. Tate Memorial Award for Student Learning
Established by the Tate family to honor the memories of Owen and Frances Tate, lifelong residents of Big Stone County,
and to support student learning activities that do not have other funding sources available, the award provides matching
dollars to cover travel expenses for students presenting scholarly work at symposia and professional meetings, engaging in
artistic activities, conducting research projects, or performing outside of the campus community, all of which are activities
that showcase the University of Minnesota Morris to a broader learning community.
Corrine McCumber ’19
Margaret Schauff ’20
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Pi Sigma Alpha
Founded in 2010, UMN Morris’s Alpha Zeta Eta chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the first in the University of Minnesota System,
is a national political science honor society. Its goal is to stimulate scholarship and intelligent interest in political science.
The Morris chapter aims to encourage development and dissemination of independent research; initiate and participate in
community and service activities; and expose members and the University community to the study of government and issues
of public concern. Members are juniors or seniors who have completed at least 10 semester credits in political science,
including at least one upper division course, and earned an average grade of B or higher in those courses. Overall, members
have achieved a GPA of 3.4 or higher.
Wyatt Anderson ’20
Montana Lawrence ’20
Ramona Bias ’19
Michael Li ’20
Luke Eitel ’19
Claire McManus ’19
Archer Gordon ’22
Connor Oldenberg ’20
Josiah Gregg ’20
Sam Rosemark ’21
Annika Johnson ’19
Parker Smith ’21
Maddie Kornely ’21
Pi Sigma Alpha Best Paper
The Pi Sigma Alpha Best Paper Award is given to political science students whose papers, submitted for courses
during the previous calendar year, were judged the best based on a degree of original research, level of critical thinking,
and quality of writing. Pi Sigma Alpha is the national political honor society of college students of political science
and government.
Josiah Gregg ’20
for “Motivating Climate Activism through Framing: Hope, Fear, Injustice, and Sacrifice”
Rick Jauert ’78 Memorial Award
The Rick Jauert Memorial Award honors the memory of Rick Jauert ’78. Originally from Luverne, Rick spent his entire
36-year career working for members of Congress, including seven from Minnesota, two from New York, and one
from California, in various capacities including chief of staff and press secretary. The award supports students seeking
Washington, DC, internships. Rick was committed to public service, to Minnesota, and to progressive-thinking politics,
and the award will be given to a student who shares these attributes.
Sierra Brown ’21
Rodney A. Briggs Library Associates Student Art Award
The Rodney A. Briggs Library Associates Student Art Award recognizes talented University of Minnesota Morris students
and creates a permanent quality library art collection. A committee of two library staff, three library assistants, and an
Academic Services Support Committee member select pieces from each of the art shows.
Anneliese Tatham ’21, Nourish and Seed Stories
Schneider National Award
Presented to an economics or management student who has demonstrated academic excellence, outstanding research
abilities, and success in industry-oriented studies, the award is funded by Schneider National, Incorporated.
Michael Cagle ’19
Sigma Delta Pi
Sigma Delta Pi National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society members are junior or seniors with a minimum 3.0 GPA who
have completed at least three years of college-level Spanish, including at least three semester hours in Hispanic literature
or culture and civilization. Active members of UMN Morris’s Omega Omicron chapter, founded in the spring of 2013,
participate in at least 10 hours of community service activities per semester, including the Bilingual Literacy Project carried
out in conjunction with the Morris Public Library.
Wyatt Anderson ’20
Arre Langer ’19
Sophia Brandt ’19
Kate Livermore ’20
Madeline Fragale ’21
Katherine Novak ’19
Katie Goose ’20
Bridget Peterson ’19
Maija Kittleson Wilker ’19
Danyel Post ’19
Emily Kuehn ’19
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Morris Student Sustainability Champion Award
These awards recognize graduating seniors who have displayed exemplary service on our campus to advance our sustainability
initiatives and campus sustainability conversation. The efforts of these students have been sustained over the course of
their tenure at UMN Morris and have helped to create positive change with leadership that has been a model to others.
Sustainability is a big idea that connects with our liberal arts leadership. These students have asked “big questions” and have
worked to find solutions.
Mckenzie Dice ’19
Khondoker Ahnaf Prio ’19
Undergraduate Research Opportunities
This competitive program supports student research, scholarly, or creative projects undertaken in partnership with a faculty
or staff member. Students develop and discuss an idea with a mentor, write a proposal, complete the work, and present the
project to a wide audience.
Spring 2018
Michael Cagle ’19/Stephen Burks
(economics and management)
Pay Variability and Truck Driver Turnover

Fall 2018
Sophia Berkenpas ’20/Rachel Johnson (biology)
Investigation of ICD Segment of PD-L1 Effects on Tumor
Intrinsic Functions of Metabolism and Proliferation

Victoria Evens ’20/Ann DuHamel (music)
Clara Schumann and the Complexities
of Women Composers in Early Romantic Era

Olivia Carlson ’20/Julia Dabbs (art history)
The Things that Bug Us—Insect Inclusion
in 17th-Century Dutch Still Lives

Amanda Hansmann ’20/Rachel Johnson (biology)
The Effects of Glycyrrhiza glabra on Anti-inflammatory
Cytokine Production by Macrophages

Jubair Hassan ’19/Elena Machkasova (computer science)
A Usability Study of Clojure Error Messages
to Make It More Beginner-Friendly

Corinne McCumber ’19/Julie Eckerle (English)
Agency, Divinity, and Justice: the Evolution
of Biblical Sacrifice in King Lear

Katherine Novak ’19/Rob Denton (biology)
Estimating Genetic Diversity across Time in an Endangered Frog Species

Shawn Saliyev ’19/Nic McPhee (computer science)
Rerunning History: Convergent Evolution in Evolutionary Computation
Liam Taylor ’19/Gordon McIntosh (physics)
Use of Low Altitude Balloon Flights to Determine the
Relativistic Effects on Cosmic Rays

Wahid Ratul ’19/Engin Sungur (statistics)
Studying Change in Cognitive Patterns with Neuropsychological Tests Using
the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
Yao Xiao ’20/Bibhudutta Panda
(economics and management)
Renewable Energy Consumption, CO2 Emissions and
Economic Growth: Evidence from Developing Countries

Xuerui Yang ’19/Satis Devkota
(economics and management)
Examining the Impact of Residential Access
to Renewable Energy on Health Outcomes in Nepal
Wawokiya Award
The Wawokiya (Lakota for “one who helps”) Award is awarded annually to outstanding senior psychology majors. Recipients
have strong records of accomplishment at UMN Morris and sincere interest in helping others.
Giulia Defant ’19
Ellie Ranum ’19
Mia King ’19
Choua Thao ’19
sssssss
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2019 SCHOLAR OF THE COLLEGE BIOGRAPHIES
Zihan An ’19, Zhengzhou, Henan, China, computer science, worked with Associate Professor of Computer Science Elena
Machkasova on a project to develop software for replacing error messages in the Clojure programming language with beginnerfriendly ones. He developed a logging system for the software that helped software developers see the results of testing in a clear,
understandable way. He will be co-presenter of a software demonstration of this work at the 2019 Midwest Instruction and
Computing Symposium in Fargo, North Dakota, in April. He also co-presented his work with other project participants at the
Minnesota Clojure Meetup in the summer of 2018.
Stephanie Berg ’19, Buffalo, chemistry, has participated in three competitively funded research projects related to chemical
education. She is inspired by her enthusiasm for chemistry, and her projects have common goals of helping students learn
foundational chemical concepts and engaging them through connections with everyday experience and linguistic and visual
aspects of learning. Berg shows a passion for Spanish language and literature as well, and her work at UMN Morris exemplifies the
interdisciplinary spirit of the liberal arts.
Michael Cagle ’19, Rockford, economics and statistics, joined the Truckers & Turnover Project (T&T) in early 2017. T&T is an
all-University-award-winning multi-year research effort (Professor of Economics and Management Stephen Burks, Professor
of Statistics Jon Anderson) with multiple external sponsors and external co-investigators, which has trained more than 60 UMN
Morris students. Cagle has contributed to the dataset construction and analysis for three papers. One is in journal review on
medical cost differences among truckers in an employer-mandated obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) treatment program. Two are
in preparation, one on OSA and crash cost differences, and another on the effectiveness of a medical screening program. He is a
junior co-author of these three papers, and presented part of one at the annual National Conference on Undergraduate Research
in Edmond, Oklahoma, in April 2018. In 2018–19 Cagle developed new work on the behavioral economics of truckers (risk/loss
aversion in quit decisions) using new data on which he did the initial development work. He presented his paper on this at
the Midwest Economic Association in Saint Louis, Missouri, March 2019.
Lillian Fulton ’19, Bemidji, environmental science, studied the decomposition and macroinvertebrate colonization of riparian
leaf species in the Pomme de Terre River as a Howard Hughes Medical Institute summer research student with Associate Professor
of Biology Tracey Anderson. She will present the results of this research at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Freshwater
Science. Fulton developed further expertise in freshwater ecology by identifying the gut-contents of salamanders collected in
local prairie potholes as a Morris Academic Partner with Associate Professor of Biology Heather Waye. Last summer Fulton was an
intern at the National Great Rivers Research and Education Center, where she examined factors influencing trematode parasitism
rates in snails and tadpoles in wetlands surrounding the Illinois River. Through these experiences, Fulton developed an impressive
array of research skills and expertise in freshwater ecology. She hopes to work in the field of conservation biology before attending
graduate school.
Annika Johnson ’19, Elk River, political science, created, administered, and coded the “Rural Matters” mail survey in October
2018 with Assistant Professor of Political Science Timothy Lindberg while completing her Morris Academic Partnership (MAP)
project. This work resulted in two papers on which Johnson is a co-author. One, presented in Chicago at a major regional political
science conference, reassessed the idea of a rural consciousness in terms of political identity in the upper Midwest. The second,
presented in San Diego at another major regional political science conference, outlined the creation of a replicable scale of rural
political identity. Johnson also has been Academic All-Conference in volleyball (fall 2016), and she is a leader of the Political
Science Club and Pi Sigma Alpha, the National Political Science Honors Society.
Bailey Kemp ’19, Spicer, biology and English with Honors, worked on a research project titled “Maternal Coxsackievirus B
Induced Dysregulation of SUMOylation Processes as a Potential Cause of Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome” and presented the
work at Mayo Clinic’s Innovative Minds Partnering to Advance Curative Therapies (IMPACT) Program Symposium in March
2018. The IMPACT Program is a competition among Minnesota colleges in which student teams are asked to come up with a novel
solution to a healthcare issue. The challenge was to identify a cause for hypoplastic left heart syndrome (HLHS), a congenital
heart defect. With research partner Sarah Severson ’20, Kemp did extensive research on what has already been discovered about
the cause of HLHS and generated an innovate hypothesis. One of only eight groups selected for an oral presentation, the team
presented its research and hypothesis at the IMPACT Symposium, and they won top honors for best presentation.
Maija Kittleson Wilker ’19, Washington, DC, elementary education, served as a research assistant to an Education faculty
member on research related to LGBTQ young adult (YA) literature. As a result of this work, Kittleson Wilker presented a session
on LGBTQ YA literature at the 2018 F-Word Conference, which she also co-organized. Her work also was vital to the faculty
member’s presentation of the project at two national educational research conferences. Kittleson Wilker presented on LGBTQ
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student issues at the Creating Change Conference and the Midwest Bisexual Lesbian Gay Transgender Asexual Conference in 2017
and 2018, with student and professional collaborators. Kittleson Wilker is a member of the National Collegiate Hispanic Honor
Society Sigma Delta Pi and an active participant in Vamos Juntos, Tercero, and the Spanish Conversation Table. In the summer of
2018 she studied abroad in Cusco, Peru, where she completed an internship.
Lucas Kosobuski ’19, Superior, Wisconsin, biology, participated in research examining supports and barriers to successfully
completing drug court programs and value of interprofessional collaboration in resolving opioid case studies under the
mentorship of Laura Palombi, PharmD, MPH, MAT, assistant professor in the University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy
at Duluth. Kosobuski will present the results of the project on interprofessional collaboration at the Winchell Undergraduate
Research Symposium at the Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Academy of Science. He is a coauthor of an article on drug court
programs, which has been submitted for review by the journal Criminal Justice and Behavior. Kosobuski will attend the UMN College of
Pharmacy next fall and plans to continue working with Palombi. He will focus on community-based approaches to the opioid crisis
in rural Minnesota, working specifically with Native American populations.
Arre Langer ’19, Pierz, psychology with Honors, received an Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program stipend in the
winter of 2018 to examine cultural and linguistic biases in the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory as they affect Latinx
people. This project was presented at the 2018 Undergraduate Research Symposium. Langer also conducted quantitative and
qualitative data analysis in both the Culture and Human Development and the Sport and Cultural Psychological Processes labs at
UMN Morris. She is completing an Honors capstone project on LGBTQIAS+ communities in Latin America. She is an active
participant in the Spanish Conversation Table, Vamos Juntos, and the National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society Sigma Delta
Pi, as well as varsity Track and Field. Langer studied abroad in the spring of 2017 at the Universidad del Norte in Barranquilla,
Colombia, where she has been accepted to a postgraduate program in psychology.
Sarah LaVoy-Brunette ’19, Naytahwaush, art history, medieval studies, and classical studies, will graduate having presented her
research at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR) and the 54th International Congress on Medieval
Studies, which allots to undergraduates only two of its more than 550 sessions. LaVoy-Brunette’s research includes medieval
and Native American studies; her medieval studies conference paper, “Seeing God in Word and Image: The Seafarer and
the Fuller Brooch,” analyzes connections between an Old English poem and early medieval English material culture, and her
NCUR paper, “Preserving Gaawaabaabiganikaag: a Project to Document and Analyze the Ceramic Traditions of the White Earth
Reservation,” focused on recovering White Earth ceramic traditions as well as attempting to better understand how and why they
began to disappear in the first place. A McNair Scholar who also has presented twice at the UMN Morris Undergraduate Research
Symposium, LaVoy-Brunette has had an Undergraduate Research Opportunities Project and has had pieces accepted into the
Studio Art Discipline’s Annual Juried Student Exhibition. LaVoy-Brunette will begin graduate school next fall to pursue a PhD in
medieval studies.
Corinne McCumber ’19, Andover, English and medieval studies with Honors, will present work nationally later this semester, and
her work is being published in both internal and external publications for graduate student and faculty audiences. McCumber’s
publications and presentations are exceptional for an undergraduate student. Her work on a variety of topics is reaching national
audiences at undergraduate and post-graduate levels.
Katherine Novak ’19, Champlin, biology with Honors, completed two research projects regarding the movement and habitat use
of tiger salamanders and the impact of diet on skin color of tiger salamanders with Associate Professor of Biology Heather Waye.
Novak presented one as an oral presentation at the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference in 2018 and the other as a poster in
2019. She also conducted research with Assistant Professor of Biology Rob Denton, evaluating the genetic diversity of leopard
frogs. Novak was club leader for Jane Addams and officer for the National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi
and served as a teaching assistant for the Chemistry Discipline. She was the 2018 Individual Upper Midwest Athletic Conference
(UMAC) Cross Country Women’s Champion and has been awarded Academic All-Conference, Heartland Cougar Athlete of
the Week, UMAC Cross Country, and UMAC Track Athlete of the Week. In addition, Novak was a Morris Scholar and a
Wallin scholar.
Alyssa Olsen ’19, Cloquet, theatre arts, has distinguished herself in the area of theatrical costume design. As a student at UMN
Morris, she has served as co- or lead designer for aspects of such productions as Spring Awakening, Step on a Crack, and Dead Man’s Cell
Phone. Her designs for Step On A Crack have been recognized by the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Region 5 with
two certificates of merit. She also was invited to participate in the annual costume parade at the conference in Sioux Falls. Olsen is
finishing up her time at UMN Morris as the assistant scenic designer for The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.
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Jair Peltier ’19, Bottineau, North Dakota, political science, was a McNair Scholar and in this capacity completed a research
paper titled “Conclaves in the Modern Papacy: Factors that Influence the Elections of Popes (1846 - Present).” He gave a poster
presentation of the paper at the 2018 Minnesota Political Science Association Annual Conference in November 2018. The paper is
forthcoming in the spring 2019 issue of UMN Morris’s undergraduate research journal, Scholarly Horizons.
Harrison Piehowski ’19, Fridley, mathematics with Honors, worked with Professor of Mathematics Peh Ng on an undergraduate
research project titled “A Strong and Relaxed Coloring of Hypergraphs,” and he presented his results at the regional mathematics
conference Pi Mu Epsilon in 2019. Piehowski also received a Morris Academic Partnership award in support of his research.
During his first year at UMN Morris, Piehowski completed a research project through the Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Summer Research Program with Associate Professor of Mathematics Barry McQuarrie.
Nick Plucker ’19, Maplewood, computer science, worked with Professor of Computer Science Nic McPhee in 2018–19.
Plucker worked to better understand the processes of evolutionary computation, where we evolve computer programs to solve
specific problems. His focus was on using detailed ancestry data to better understand how programs change over time in the
evolutionary process. His contributions included designing and implementing software tools for generating, collecting, and
analyzing data as well as the analysis and write-up of the results. His work has been funded by the Morris Academic Partnership
program. He co-authored and presented a paper at the regional computer science conference Midwest Instruction and Computer
Symposium 2019. Plucker also has been a member of the Jazz Ensemble and has worked as a teaching assistant for the Computer
Science Discipline.
Dawson Quick ’18, Chaska, political science, conducted research on immigration legislation enacted at the state level. Noting that
virtually all research on immigration focuses on the politics and policies of the national government, Quick explored the variation
among all 50 states in passing statutes that range from highly restrictive to protective of immigrant rights and access to services.
Creating a unique data set of legislation from 2013–17 that demonstrated a strong increase in state-level legislation after President
Trump’s election and a rise in “protective” activity by states with diverse populations, he then tested several factors to explain
legislative activity and found that the majority party of the legislature strongly predicted the passage of restrictive legislation, while
levels of unemployment or economic growth had no significant impact. His research was accepted at the 2018 Midwest Political
Science Undergraduate Research Conference in Saint Peter. Quick also was a member of the soccer team from 2015–17 and team
leader of the Jane Addams Society in 2016.
Paige Quinlivan ’19, Saint Paul, theatre arts, has distinguished herself in a number of theatrical capacities: playwright, director,
actor, producer, and dramaturg. Her one-act play, John Hughes Wrote My Diary, was one of only three plays selected from more than 50
submissions to the 2019 Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival (ACTF) Region 5 conference for a staged reading at
the festival. It subsequently took first place in the regional competition and was named a national finalist for a concert reading in
Washington, DC, in April. The play also received the John Cauble Award for Outstanding Short Play Award and won Quinlivan
a playwriting scholarship to the William Inge Theatre Festival. For her role of Mrs. Gottlieb in the Theatre Arts Discipline
production of Dead Man’s Cell Phone, Quinlivan received an ACTF Irene Ryan Acting Scholarship nomination. Her extensive theatre
work includes directing Eurydice and executive producing She Kills Monsters for Meiningens Student Theatre and serving as dramaturg
for Stop Kiss, Eleemosynary, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. She is currently at work on a full length play, Moon River, which she plans to
direct as a concert reading this spring at UMN Morris.
Justice Robinson ’19, Cottage Grove, had the film studies paper “Auteurship in Cinematography: Vilis Lapenieks’ Style Reflected
in Hollywood Cinematography” selected for the Undergraduate Communication Research Conference sponsored by the
University of St. Thomas Department of Communication and Journalism. Robinson worked on the documentary Mni Wiconi: Life
after #noDAPL and created supporting social media messages on related issues. Robinson also completed a two-semester directed
study on international student recruitment: digital media marketing/messaging and has worked with the Center for Small Towns.
They started the campus Throwback Company, have been involved with the LBGTQIA2S+ program’s social media, and have served
as social media and website content creator for the Office of Admissions.
Shawn Saliyev ’19, Almaty, Kazakhstan, computer science, worked with Professor of Computer Science Nic McPhee 2017–19.
Saliyev worked to better understand the processes of evolutionary computation, where we evolve computer programs to solve
specific problems. His focus was on using detailed ancestry data to better understand how programs change over time in the
evolutionary process. His contributions included designing and implementing software tools for generating, collecting, and
analyzing data as well as the analysis and write-up of the results. His work has been funded by the Morris Academic Partnership
program and the Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program. He has co-authored and presented a paper at the regional
computer science conference Midwest Instruction and Computer Symposium 2019.
Saliyev also worked as a teaching assistant for the Computer Science Discipline.
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Leonid Scott ’19, Morris, computer science, took ideas from an elective computer science course and independently applied
them to the problem of designing wing shapes. He designed and implemented software tools for evolving and evaluating
wing designs and collected and analyzed large bodies of resulting empirical data. His work was funded by the Undergraduate
Research Opportunities Program. He has co-authored and presented a paper at the regional computer science conference
Midwest Instruction and Computer Symposium 2018. He has also served as a leader in the Concert Choir, as an elected student
representative in Computer Science, and as an elected officer in the Computer Science Club.
Sarah Severson ’20, New Brighton, chemistry and English with Honors, worked on a research project titled “Maternal
Coxsackievirus B Induced Dysregulation of SUMOylation Processes as a Potential Cause of Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome” and
presented the work at Mayo Clinic’s Innovative Minds Partnering to Advance Curative Therapies (IMPACT) Program Symposium
in March 2018. The IMPACT Program is a competition among Minnesota colleges in which student teams are asked to come up
with a novel solution to a healthcare issue. The challenge was to identify a cause for hypoplastic left heart syndrome (HLHS),
a congenital heart defect. With research partner Bailey Kemp ’19, Severson did extensive research on what has already been
discovered about the cause of HLHS and generated an innovate hypothesis. One of only eight groups selected for an
oral presentation, the team presented its research and hypothesis at the IMPACT Symposium, and they won top honors for
best presentation.
Dongnan Shi ’18, economics, joined the Truckers & Turnover Project (T&T) in the spring of 2017. T&T is a University-wideaward-winning multi-year research effort at UMN Morris (Professor of Economics and Management Stephen Burks, Professor
of Statistics Jon Anderson) with multiple external sponsors and co-investigators, which has trained more than 60 UMN Morris
students. Shi has contributed to the literature review and data analysis for a paper on the screening effectiveness of the commercial
driver’s medical examination (CDME) and is a junior co-author of the paper on this topic. She presented some of her work in
this area at the Missouri Valley Economic Association in Memphis, Tennessee, in November 2018. Overall, Shi has contributed
original work to an ongoing major research project and to the presentation and publication of project results.
Bailey Soika ’19, Saint Paul, theatre arts, performed duties on and off stage in seven shows at UMN Morris, including the title
role of Eurydice in Eurydice. They were assistant stage manager for Fly By Night, and they played the role of Julia in It’s Only a Play at
Northern Fort Playhouse, a professional theatre in South Dakota, in 2018. Soika stage managed the show The Perils of Steve at the
Minnesota Fringe Festival in 2017. Most recently they played the leading role of Marty in a staged reading of John Hughes Wrote My Diary
at the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Region 5 conference and auditioned for professional acting work. Soika
received two callbacks for the Stella Adler Studio of Acting in New York and Art of Acting Studio in Los Angeles. They were on the
Dean’s List in the falls of 2017 and 2018.
Laura Steblay ’19, Ramsey, theatre arts and English with Honors, has distinguished herself in the area of performance. Steblay
has appeared in a variety of roles for the Theatre Arts Discipline and Meiningens Student Theatre, including Lana in Step on a
Crack, Ms. Dixon and Holly in John Hughes Wrote My Diary, Mustardseed in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Phoebe in The Heretic, and most
recently The Wizard in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. She also co-produced and co-costume designed the Meiningens production of
She Kills Monsters and played the leading role of Gabriella in Boeing Boeing at the Northern Fort Playhouse, a professional theatre in
South Dakota.
Liam Taylor ’19, Minneapolis, physics, was involved in the UMN Morris/St. Catherine University effort to gather balloonbased information during the 2017 solar eclipse. This effort generated the data that was the basis for numerous publications and
presentations. During his senior year he researched the Lorentz (relativistic) factor for cosmic ray muons. This work will generate
more publications and presentations. The quality and quantity of his scholarly accomplishments are certainly exceptional.
Wendy Unger ’19, Minneapolis, theatre arts, has distinguished herself in the area of technical theatre. During her time at
UMN Morris, she has had extensive stage management experience in professional theatres across the region as well as Theatre
Arts Discipline productions such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream, James and the Giant Peach, and The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Additionally,
Unger served as assistant sound designer for Spring Awakening and scenic designer for the Meiningens Student Theatre production
of She Kills Monsters. Unger has worked in various capacities at the Northern Fort Playhouse, a professional theatre in South Dakota,
and at several theatres in the Twin Cities area. In the summer of 2017 she served as an assistant stage manager and intern at the
nationally renowned Guthrie Theater and, more recently, as a stage management student advisor at the Seoul Foreign School
theatre in South Korea.
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Xuerui Yang ’19, Shanghai, China, economics, has been on the Dean’s List consistently since the fall of 2016. Yang’s proposal on
“impact of household access to electricity on health outcome in Nepal” was selected for an Undergraduate Research Opportunities
Program award for the academic year 2018–19, and his work also was selected for oral presentation at the National Conference on
Undergraduate Research, to be held at Kennesaw State University in April 2019. His research was supervised by Assistant Professor
of Economics and Management Satis Devkota. Yang contributed to the literature review and data analysis.
Yicong Samuel Yuan ’19, Shanghai China, communication, media, and rhetoric and film studies, completed several noteworthy
media production projects. The documentary Mni Wiconi: Life after #noDAPL—which external professional media jurors for the 2018
UMMys declared “best film”—was featured in the Prairie Light Film Festival and was invited to other regional film showings.
His camera work on My Ocean, an outdoor, site-specific sound and performance installation at Ordway Prairie Nature Preserve
in Pope County, aired in one of Pioneer Public Television’s Postcards episodes. Yuan completed a two-semester directed study on
international student recruitment: digital media marketing/messaging and a directed study in which he created a series of comical
webisodes (C-Squad). He completed a Morris Student Administrative Fellows project with Director of Media Technology Michael
Cihak. Additionally, Yuan created an impressive number of media production projects for campus organizations and offices,
including the Office of International Students Program, the Office of Sustainability, and community partners of the Center for
Small Towns.
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